SCOTTISH DIABETES GROUP:  FOOT ACTION GROUP

Meeting held in Stirling Management Centre

On Friday 7 December 2007 @ 2pm

Present:   Graham Leese (Chair):  Duncan Stang:  Kathleen Spence:  Fay Crawford:  Helen Hopkinson: William Munro:  Brian Kennon:  Ian Smith:  Sandra Jones(V.C.): Kay Brown: Florence Reid:  Alison Rodgers:  Vicki Green: Les Hogarth.                                                                   

Apologies:  Andrew Jamieson:  David Wykes:  Gordon Jack: Greg Jones: John McColl:  Matthew Young: Suzanne Ralston: Joanne McCardle  .  

	
	
	Actions

	1.
	The Chairman welcomed everyone present and accepted apologies from the above noted.
	

	2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.


	Minutes of last meeting accepted with no alterations to note.

MATTERS ARISING

Scottish Diabetic Foot Workforce Development Group (SDFWDG)

Graham Leese (GL) asked on progress of SDFWDG. Duncan Stang (DS) advised that contact with NHS Education for Scotland (NES) has been discussed by SDFWDG and conscious decision made not to involve them until all the competencies mapped.  These should be completed after next meeting 18 January 2008. DS further advised that at Foot Diabetes Meeting in Manchester on 9 December 2007 the FDUK have agreed to map the ‘advanced skills framework’ after their success on mapping the ‘minimum skills framework’.  Once these have been completed then NES and academia will be approached. DS to update at next meeting.

GL raised concerns that MCN managers and podiatry groups have been voicing feelings of criticism/judgment in relation to the SCI-DC foot screening survey.  GL pointed out that this was not the intention and the purpose was to provide a baseline for discussion and development.  GL had spoken to various individuals to try and reassure them of this.

Patient Information Leaflets

DS informed the group that at the last meeting of the Scottish Diabetes Specialist Podiatrist Group (SDSP) on 4 December the layout and wording of the leaflets had been looked at and discussed and layouts agreed.  The proposed list of leaflets included: 

1. Low risk 

2. Medium risk

3. High Risk

4. Holiday Footcare

5. Footwear

6. Looking after your diabetic foot ulcer

7. Charcot

DS advised the group of a ‘traffic light’ risk algorithm  and asked the group for comments.  The general feedback from Foot Action Group (FAG) was very positive, with comments from Helen Hopkinson (HH) that she felt leaflets looked ‘brilliant’ and liked the logo.

DS advised when all leaflets are agreed they will be circulated to patients.  The hope is that they will be nationally adopted.

Alison Rogers (AR) asked on availability on leaflets for downloading through computer resources and pointed out that not everyone has access to colour printer.  DS advised looking into sponsorship and printing costs to keep costs minimal and would feedback to group.

FOOT SCREENING TRAINING DVD

DS showed small sample of video footage.  Kay Brown (KB) opened discussion on footage by pointing out dorsalis pedis pulse palpated in the wrong location. Sandra Jones (SJ) and HH also expressed concerns that monofilament being applied too forcefully. 

William Munro (WM) advised Strathclyde University already hold scanning/rhino package for demonstration purpose if required.  Ian Smith (IS) asked if demonstration will be shown of how to complete SCI-DC form.  SJ also wanted clarification  on which monofilament being recommended and DS advised only that only certain brands will be recommendation.

DS advised that re-shoot will take place since all aspects not agreed and encouraged feedback to ensure details on footage correct.  He advised video hoped to be finished for February 2008.  GL advised he hoped to see nearly finished DVD at next meeting to allow group to offer recommended changes if required. DS agreed and GL advised he hoped to sign off at next meeting.

NATIONAL APPROACH TO VIBRATION TESTING

SJ advised the group how they could influence change of the use of vibration testing at GP level since there are concerns at the MCN group she is involved in.

Les Hogarth (LH) and DS agreed that it should be removed from SCI-DC as a screening tool.  BK advised however that for training and research purposes a neuroesthesiometer can be found to be useful.  

GL advised his preference to keep in place in view of the fact that nowhere else is available to record this information.  

SJ advised not that she wants removed from SCI-DC but from GMS as she takes issue with clinicians using tuning forks as assessment tool.

GL advised best to check GMS contract to see what national opinion is and asked SJ to forward relevant section by e-mail for further discussion.

INTERIM RESULTS OF FOOT SERVICES SURVEY

DS showed presentation of survey to date.  Advised group that in compiling results had highlighted weaknesses in relation to some areas of data collection.

Most areas had confirmed that they hold a Multi Disciplinary Foot Clinic (MDFC).  Which brought to attention need to confirm definition of this.  HH advised that Glasgow had recently finished working on a definition which she provided to the group

‘there should be a lead physician in clinic, a specialist podiatrist and an orthotist and access to a diabetic nurse specialist, a dietician; and held in a location where referral for vascular/orthopaedic/Radiological referral can take place’  She will provide full definition for further discussion at next meeting.

DS asked group where exclusion line lies.  GL advised to take up further at next meeting with definition to agree.

DS also pointed out from survey results that he feels necessary to break down data to acute and primary care since different areas target their diabetic foot population in different ways therefore feels necessary in order to map full service.  

SJ requested copy of presentation to allow her to show to her podiatry team at next team meeting

NATIONAL APPROACH TO ORTHOTIC SERVICES

WM advised Sandra Sexton now in place as director of NCTEPO at Strathclyde University which should now allow implementation of plans previously presented to the group.  Hoped substantial progress will be made on orthotic competencies early next year.

Also advised of Roddie Rooney’s new post and taking on orthotic issues surrounding contractual problems and procurement which are slowing progress in orthotics through clinical and financial channels.  The issues surrounding diabetic clinic funding historically been problematic since most orthotic funding provided through orthopaedic channels.

DS advised that unfortunately ‘good’ orthotic services go unrecognised.

ROADSHOWS

GL advised shared vision of road shows with localities provided with a ‘tool set’ to further roll out the screening programme within their areas.  GL suggested 6/7 regional road shows over Scotland.   HH, SJ and DS agreed that from that point on information would be filtered down to relevant staff at a local level.

Fay Crawford (FC) asked what evaluation tool being used for performance.  DS advised that his vision being auditing on launch and 12 months later however unsure whether his short-term secondment would be able to see this through to completion.

BK asked how to make areas accountable and suggested motivational factors such as performance league.   

SUGGESTED APPROACHES TO OUT OF HOUSE SERVICES

GL asked for comments on A&E services and NHS 24 for diabetic foot problems.  He advised unaware what NHS 24 advice is and knows that A&E services vary. 

DS suggested reviewing algorithm of care for NHS 24 and agreed to obtain and provide current one to group for discussion.

GL suggested a 2 stage plan of action for these services

1. To define what currently happens

2. Providing out of hours service

AOCB

BK asked for opinion from group on therapeutic amputations and whether this should be a subject tackled by the group.

WM keen to agree they have their place in treatment and agreed with by LH, HH and DS

GL asked for specifics on what BK hoping group to achieve on this subject and expressed issue an important one which would merit further discussion but felt group had enough issues to cover currently.
	DS

DS

DS

DS

DS

SJ

HH

DS

DS

GL

DS



	
	
	

	12.


	PROPOSED DATES OF NEXT YEARS MEETINGS

7 March 2008

20 June 2008

19 September 2008

5 December 2008

Venues to be confirmed. (First meeting Glasgow based)
	


